Thank You, Living God
And Master,
For giving me

Another day of awareness.

I thank You
For this sacred trust.

O@O® WO

010¢ ‘810°d[z1/ /:d1y ‘TwoeYS-1)yoeydS Uew(ez 43y Aq
payrodun Q°¢ oIyaIeys ‘UonnqrIy-Ag SUOWWO)) SATIEIID) PISUDI]
TWOTEYS-I91YOYOS UeW[eZ oy AQ WoYSEH JB[[IY3], NPPIS oY) WO

“yednpe[e

‘[9BIST JO UAIP[IYL) NOX

‘W] 0} SO[D PUE dILWUL
250y yeAnaqrer]

“UOTIEIOPE JUBISUOD U]

‘59U INOAIP STE]

*adoad sty jo oyey 9y st pueIn)
“YaIey pue uaaeaf| Ag

Ppa109pa1 st AI0[3 STE]
“JUIPUIISUEIL]

0s st ‘QureN] £104 STE]

owreN syex astexd ‘nof jo iy
*syINOA Y 191950 SIOP[H
[[P[[eL] ‘S9sse[ OS[e pue sper|
‘puey oy Jo sa3pnl pue sy
‘SUOTIEU PUE SPUR] JO SID[MY

— nof woij ‘003 ‘PIEL]

*spa1q paSuim pue sxodoar))
‘SOINJLAID UIE) PUE PITAA

I worship You,

" Yah, our God,

Cosmic Majesty.

You formed me,

A human being,

So wisely.

You created in me

All kinds of

Hollows and ducts,

Inner organs and intestines.
As I am all transparent to You,
It is apparent and clear,
That if any of these

That need to be open would clog,
Or any of these

Which need to be enclosed
Would seep,

I could not exist and live

In Your sight,

Not even for a moment.

So I am grateful

And bless You,

For healing me,

In amazing ways.

-ostexd 1oy Aemg
SIEPID PUE $901) ITNI]
‘029 S[IHY puy

{[T[E] ‘SUTeIUNOTAT
‘piom st Sutdaq
swiroys pue sysodwa],
‘3oj pue mous ‘rey ‘O11,

‘suofued doop pue suoSerp wor]

‘y3res woij ‘003 ‘PIreH
"paAaqostp oq Jouued Jeyy,
QAP © 39G

¢3uof 3se[ 03 no£ paynIoy 9 ]
o1

10§ [NJaIeI3 9q PUB POL) ASTeI]
*92UQISTXd INOA PIIIDAP Sey O]
‘ooeds

SSI[PUD JO SWELIIIS 9Y3 WOL]
*SUDABIY JO SUDALIY 93 WOI]
uone[qn(

j3YS1[ Jo s1e3s ‘OSTe ‘[AITeL]
‘uoouwr pue uns ‘003 ‘PIEE]

My God,

The breath You have given me
Is fresh.

You create it.

You form it.

You breathe it into me.

And you keep me breathing.
At some time,

You will take it away from me,
And I will have breathed

my last breath in this body.
And You will resuscitate me,
To the life of the spirit.

For each breath still in me,

I thank You,

My own God,

Who is also my parents’ God,
Lord of all spirits,

Master of all that happens.

I offer You thanks,

Cosmic Majesty,

And worship You,

For keeping me breathing. And
in this way,

‘With each breath,

You give me Life anew.
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You commanded us

To exercise our awareness

In Your Torah;

For this instruction

We offer You our appreciation,
" Yah, our God.

We ask that we may find

Zest and delight

In the words of Your teaching.
May we and our children

(and their children, too )
Become intimate with You.
And, with pure intent--
Immerse ourselves in the Torah.
Barukh attah ™ Yah,

You mentor Your people

In Torah.

Barukh attah ™ Yah,

I offer You thanks,

Cosmic Majesty,

And worship You

For selecting us

Among all nations,

To reveal to us,

The Torah meant for us.
Barukh attah ™ Yah,

You keep gifting us

With Your Torah.
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Now,
study Torah
where your heart prompts you
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Barukh attah ™ Yah,
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I offer You thanks,
Cosmic Majesty
And worship You,
For giving me the gift For imbuin
To discern the difference g me
Between day and night. A’”‘”’$ other Jews,
With Strength.

For giving sight to my eyes.
For giving free movement to my limbs.

For helping me to stand upright.

For making my soul bright,
When I wrestle
And dance with You.

For taking my weariness

For giving me clothes to wear. And giving me energy.
For the firm ground For Jéﬂp ing my life

On which You place me. in Your image.

For leading my steps For giving me options.

1In the right direction.

For providing
Sor all my needs.

For giving me the privilege
To worship You, as a Jew.

For removing

The last trace of sleep
from my eyes.
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Cultures breathe creativity like
oxygen and Jewish culture is no

exception. So what avenues does Juda-
ism provide for individual participation and
cultural ownership? The Open Siddur Proj-
ect is developing one way: by making the
ingredients of Judaism’s spiritual traditions
available to anyone intent on crafting their
own Jewish prayer books (siddurim). Folk
will be able to make siddurim as traditional
or innovative as they like, remix content new
and old, and share what they wish with
friends.

Creative and intellectual engagement
in the crafting of custom religious
tools is a necessary foil against the
constant threat of alienation and

estrangement. There is no better means
for an individual developing a true sense of
ownership than by wedding their knowledge
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and wisdom with the free exercise of their
artistry and craft. The Open Siddur
Project is therefore creating an online
resource for Jews to craft, publish,

and print their own custom siddur.
To this end, we are assembling a free digital
library comprising all the ingredients of the
Siddur in all of its historical variations:
prayers, meditations, commentaries, art,
audio, video, and translations in as many
languages as Jews speak. To access this
material we are developing an open source
web-based application where one can craft
one’s own siddur openly or in private, com-
pare variant liturgies and sources in study,
share new material with free culture licens-
ing, and collaborate with others. Ultimately,
siddurim prepared with this resource may
be printed on home printers, by an
on-demand print shop, or with the aid of a
master book binder.
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A Mishkan for T’fillot. in the

construction of the traveling sanctuary all
Israelites were invited to contribute material
as their “hearts were stirred.” The mishkan
and our Temple service survives in our com-
munal worship and individual spiritual

practices. The practice of Jewish spiri-
tuality has always been a collective

project of the Jewish people. The
Siddur is an aggregate of thousands of years
creatively inspired work, the common
cultural heritage of the Jewish people. Many
authors in different periods contributed to it,
all relying on the work of their predecessors.
While copyright law is appropriate for
protecting the texts of individual authors, it
is misapplied for communal and collabora-
tive projects which remain vital and viable so
long as the opportunity for creative sharing
is always accessible. The Open Siddur is
making the content of the siddur freely
licensed and thus accessible for individuals
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and groups to innovate and share their inno-
vations freely, and thus keep the spiritual
aspect of Jewish culture creative and alive.

And yet, at the turn of the Digital
Age, opportunities for creating a
vibrant, innovative, and shared
Jewish culture rooted in its tradi-
tions are endangered by proprietary

interests. The widespread and uncritical
adoption of Copyright Law and Terms of Use
Agreements has effectively limited innova-
tion to large institutions and publishing
houses. For a living tradition to be controlled
by proprietary interests is a death knell.
Individual practicioners engaging in a
cultural activity require access to the intel-
lectual commons of that culture to enliven it
with their insight and unique genius. How
vulnerable the ingredients of a spiritual
practice are to the privatization of its intel-
lectual commons.
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