Why the Mishkan Resembles the World and the Human Body
a translation of Midrash Hagadol on Parshat Terumah
by Shir Yaakov Feit in memory of Laurie Feit z”/
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€€ And erect the tabernacle according to its plan which you were shown
on the mountain.” And what was Moshe shown on the mountain?
He was told, “And make me a sanctuary....”" At that moment, Moshe
was astonished asking, “Master of the Universe, what place could contain
You...?” God said to him, “It’s not like you think. Rather make the
sanctuary like the world is made; interpret what you see, and so make the
tabernacle.” And this is why the tabernacle resembles the world and the
human body.

In the tabernacle, the planks are fixed into the sockets;
in the body, the ribs are fixed into the vertebrae;

in the world, the mountains are fixed into the land.

In the tabernacle, the planks are covered in gold;
in the body, the ribs are clothed in flesh;

in the world, the mountains are clothed in earth.

In the tabernacle, the bolts in the planks stand them up;
in the body, the organs and tendons stretch and stand it up;

in the world, the four elements connect to one another.

In the tabernacle, tapestries spread out over the planks;
in the body, a person’s flesh is covered with skin;
in the world, the heavens cover the earth and four directions [lit. sides]

are called tapestries.

In the tabernacle, fire, air and water:
fire on the altar,
water in the laver,
air [representing] the Shekhina [dwelling] there;
in the body,
fire in the head
air in the heart,
water in the belly,
in the world,
the heavens produce fire,
the atmosphere produces air, and
the earth produces water;

fire from above, water from below and air deciding between them.?

1 Shemot 25:8
2 cf. Sefer Yetzirah
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In the tabernacle, the ark holds the Torah,
which contains 248 positive commandments and
365 negative commandments;
in the body, 248 organs
corresponding to the positive commandments
and 365 tendons
corresponding to the negative commandments
in the world, 365 solar days,
and 248 corresponding to the months of pregnancy,

which are between seven and nine.

In the tabernacle, the cherubs spread their wings over the ark;

in the body, the wings of the lungs spread over the heart,
which is the place of wisdom and understanding;

in the world, birds fly over the earth.

In the tabernacle there are seven candles in the lamp;
in the body, there are seven pillars of wisdom;
in the world, there are seven planets with drive the world:

Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the Sun, Venus, Mercury and the Moon.

In the tabernacle, the showbread is placed on the table;
in the body, food doesn’t depart from within the intestines;

in the world, the earth gives food to the creatures.

In the tabernacle, there are blue pictures on the tapestries;
in the body, a person’s skin is adorned in many forms:
forehead, two eyebrows, facial hair,
nostrils, teeth, lips and tongue
in the world, the heavens are decorated*? with many forms:

sun, moon and stars at night.

In the tabernacle, there are goat skins on the sheets, covering it;
in the body, hair clothes the skin and adorns it;
in the world, grasses and trees grow on the mountains, in the valleys, and

in the wild, adorning the world.

In the tabernacle, the presence of the Holy Blessed One shines
like the light of seventy [suns],

in the body, the spirit and soul guide the body;

in the world, the light which illumines and guides the world
is hidden for the righteous in the future.
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In the tabernacle, the curtain divides

between the Holy and the Holy of Holies;
in the body, the diaphragm divides

between the the heart and the intestines;
in the world, the firmament divides

between below and above.

In the tabernacle, there are four coverings:
blue sheets, goatskins,
red ram skins, seal skins;

in the body, four senses:
speech, smell, hearing, sight;

in the world, four corners: east, west, north and south.

In the tabernacle, there were six things:
ark, table, lamp, golden altar,
laver, and elevation offering altar;
in the body:
ilium (pelvis), diaphragm, spleen, villus*?, innards, intestines;

in the world: up, down, east, west, north and south.

In the tabernacle, the voice came from between the two cherubs;
in the body, the voice comes from between the wings of the lungs;
in the world, the Holy Blessed One created the spirit

and later placed it in the north, an angle which isn’t covered,’

and from which comes wind to the world.

In the tabernacle, nails;
in the body, the fingers of a person are filed like nails;

in the world, “the saint it the foundation of the world.”*

The Holy Blessed One will renew the tabernacle, body and world.
How do we know the tabernacle will be renewed? It is written,

“I will give my tabernacle to them.”

How do we know the body will be renewed? It is written,

“when I open your graves,

and raise you from your graves, O my people.”

How do we know the world will be renewed? It is written,

“Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth....””

cf. Pirke deRabbi Eliezer 3
Proverbs 10:25

cf. Ezekiel 37:27

Ezekiel 37:13

Isaiah 65:17
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