Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)

English version to be sung to the tropes by Len Fellman (sung to the Megillot trope mel odies of Portnoy & Wolff)

using the trand ations of

H.L.Ginsberg, Stone Ed. Tanach, Jerusalem Bible, New King James Bible, and the JPS Tanach (both 1917 & 1999)

Latest version September 16, 2018

Chapter 1

1.1 The words/of Kohe_let son of David, who was kjng inJ erlllsalem.

2 “l;:mptiness upon emptinesé’, thus spoke Kohélet ‘Vapor of vapors;— all is in Valln

3 What prgﬁt[is there to a persop\] [in all his labors]wherem he labors \beneath the sdn‘7
4A generatlon goes and a generat1on comes. But the Gg.l’th forever ab1|deth

5 The sun rise Jand the sun sets. [Then to its place] [it rushes back] And it comes forth agarn
6[The wind goes] [toward the south] |and turns around] [toward the north]

Ro>und |and round goes the w1nd and in its ¢ Jrchnthere turns back the wrnd
7[All the rlvers/]run into the sea yet the ssa is never ft}\ll

[To the place]where the I‘IVGI‘S/ flow, to that place] \once agaln they ﬂow

8| All such th1ngs]are wearisome. Jtisn’t pOSSIbIE for a man,[to speak them|.

[No sat1sfact1on] for the eye[to see them] Not fulfilling for the ear)[to hearfjtheml]

9/ That which has been|is that| which will be],[and that which is done] is what[will be done].
Nothing is new,under the slgln. g 8
10[Just take] [anything at all] of which they say, “Look here,, something new is hS\re
Already it happened long ago,Qn the ages,|before our t1me|]

11 They are not remembered,,[the former onesj] 50 too the latter ones[that are yet too be],

[there won’t be>]for then; remémbrance, by those that will be [at a still later time].
|
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12 T am Kohélet, ane [T was the king]overLsrael, inJ erlllsalem.
L . o
131 applifd[all my hearf] [to seek and|search out,| by means of wisdom],
>
[what pertains to all}, that people dojunder heaven.
. . Q . . = rj\ ®
[This was indeed| | a task|quite grievous to perform]|,
L L

[a task that was g'ivelé] [to us by Go&] {o the children of man ,

(o labor upon i‘?.

141 saw/all the happenings that are d(Lne Ender the sg\n,

and beh&ld[that all of i{.]is thile, chasing after the W}l’ld.

15 What is cr%)ked, one cinnot make strf}\ight.

[Of things that are lacking],.they cannot be numbered.

161 spo/ke to myself in my hear?, silying: “IT Illave indee&]behgld[how I have grown
richer]| ’

and acquireg[more wisdoni], [than all of thosa] Wwho ruled before me in J erfjlisalem,
[and my heaﬂ.]@as seen a great dea}@f wisdom and kncl)wledge.

17/And so | se;]my hearg to knclzw w:isdom, and to know madness,and frcj)\lly.

[T came to knov:J]Qhat this too,is chasing after the W}l’ld.

18[For indee(}] Jn much wisdon}is much grrisf.

[end of chapter melody]@e who increases knowledg9 JIncreases SOrrow.
I

Chapter 2

e .
2:11 s:;id to myself in my héart, “[Let me do this]

& JIwill try j ox,[and experience

pleasurSJ.

"And I beheld that this too,was Vallnity.

2[As for laughteJr], I said, “It is mid." As for mejrriment, “What does it accolmplish?”
L
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31 sought in my heart\o cheer—with wme—my bg\dy,

[to dlrect my heart]to guide it W1th w1sdom and to embrace folly, [until I reached the point|
LAWK E'I'IH'I "J]'? A0 TR -IH."II{

[that I might| [come to understand] ‘what indeed is good for the children of men/
L >

that thgy should dg under the heavens[m the small numbejr] ©of days of their l}ves.
41 expanded[the scope of my endeavors|,

burldmg for myself houses,@nd planting for meywlneyards

51 made myself gardens and orchards, and planted in then} all kinds of fruit treles

6l made myself pools of wajter to 1rr1gate[w1th them] [the woods full] of growing trees
7 1 bought mz&le /oand [female slaves] [Home-born servantj] I had also

[And I had cattle|: hérds and ﬂocks in great numbers Ipossessed

[more than all of those] who were before meJm J erlllsalem.

81 gathered to mé both s1lver and gold, reasures of kingsj,[as are found in the provinces].

1 acqulred for myself\ both male [and female smgers]

[as well as the del1ghts] of the common people,, filling my coffers

9 Thus I grew and surpassed[all the other men] who came before mejin J eru\salem
And yet d1d my wisdom n, yet stand by me

10 Whatever[should come along] des1red by my eyes [T did not deny 1/] [to therrrjl\]

I held not back from my heart [one s1ngle Joy] for my heart took del1ght[1n all my labors].

Undeed this was my portion ,| from all of my endeavers].
111 then[tumed my thoughts]to all the achievement§ Wrought by my hands
and the energy I had expended in domg them, and beheld[that it was] [all futrle]

like chasmg the wind. Jhere is nothmg of proﬁt under the sun.
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12[Then turned]my thoughts to consrderrng wisdom along with madness and f(f)jl\ly

[For 1ndeed], .] [who comes along]after the krng9

Only what has already been done

13 But I perce1ved[that there is truly an advantage]to wisdom over folly—
A

Jike the advantage that light has over darkness

14/ The w1se man]has his eyes in his head but the fojol—ln da_rkness he wfa\lks

But I also reahzed (hat the fate is the same, (that befalls them b(l)th
15 I sa1d to myself [in my heart] “The fate of the fool is to me also destlned

[So what makes| [the wisdom I possess] for me thlen, an advfa\ntage?"
S J
And I said in my heart[that this t(ﬁ)]1s futile.
L

16/Because in fact] [there s no]remembrance[for the wise man]
S

N
[any more than for the fool]—forfje\ver [in that what already is]

in the days to come/w1ll all be forgotten. [For indeed] the wise man dies []ust like the fool].
|

e
17/And thus I hated]lrfe 1tself for gr1evous to me/was éverything that is d(jne under the sun:

L A
Jt is all futile, like chasmg the w|1nd

181 hated as well/[all of my labors] in which I had toﬂecbunder the Sljl\n

For I[must leave 1t]to a mJan Wwho will come after me.

19 And who[can know] [if a wise one|he will be or a fool?

He will rule[over all the wealth] in wluch I toiled and applied w1sdorrbu|_nder the sn\n
This too is fut1le.

20,It came to this: that [ desparred in my heart

A
>regard1ng all of the labor[rn whrch I had toiled|under the s1|1n
J
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21[So it 1s|] [that a man] [who has labored] with wisdom and with knowledg9 and with skill,
[to another mar}] [who has not t01led] [for 1t]/[leave to hi m] as his port1on a
kTh1s too is futile,,chasing after the Wmd

22[For indeed|, what has a man[for all of his labor] and for the strjvmg of his hre\art
Wwith which he has t01ledJ@nder the s1|1n?

23[And in fact],[all his days] [are truly full of paiﬁ], and grievoug are his tasks.

Even rgghttlme gives no rest to his herjart This tgoks all fut1le

24(Is it not good]for a man Just to eat and to drmk

[and to shovsg to his sonl] sat1sf§ct1on in his labors‘?

This too/was seen by me|to be one of those thmgs] that from the hand of God js gllven
25|For mdeed] [who is it|—[who can truly eat],or feel enjoymen cher than myself?
26 F(;r to a man/who is gkood in His srght [God on him bestow&] Wwisdom and shrewdness,
[to enjoy h1mselt] [But to him who goes astray] "He gives the task of gathermg[and of storing up]
[that he may g1ve it over] [to one who is good] in the s1ght of God.
[end of chapter melody] Q’ his too is fut119 22 a pursuit of the W}nd.
Chapter 3
3:1 To Sverythmg there is a sejason,k a time for every purpose, under heaven
2\A time to be bor@and a t1me to d}\e A t1me for plantmg and a trme@or uprooting the planted.
3A t1me for kllllng and a t1me for healmg A time to break down @nd a time to build up.
4 A t1me for weeplng/ and a t1me for laughmg A time for for moumm% and a time for dancing.
5[A t1me] [to be throwmg] stones and a tgne to be gathermg stg\nes

A t1me to embrace and a t1me Jfor shunning embraces
I

6 A time for seekmg and a t1me for losmg A time for keepmg \and a time for d1scard1ng
>
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. . . s .
7 A time for tear1ng and a time for séwing. A time for silence and a time for speakmg

N I Man? Ny ynp7 Ny’
8 A time for lov1ng and a t1Lrne for hat1ng A time for war, 19 \and a time for peace 9375 Ny niwn® ny
> -
9 Now what proﬁt[has the worker] from that\n which he does to1l‘7 K15 ny1 AAK7 Ny

o :pi%w nn .-n_:r.“n ny
:5ny KT wKa awwvn o
g : DIOK J0) WK [WRTRX MR 0
11, All things did God makejbelautiful in their tirjr\ne. And also eternity He pla_ced in their hearts, ny Yam-nK 12 Ny o a2y

101 observed[the assigned task]that[has been given| [to men by God]—Ko the sons of man,,
S

{o occupy themselves vslnth.

. N . : Gl
[and yet He hides from them|,[in such a way] as to prevent[there being found by man| Da%a 1M obya-nx Da inya o
- - T s o ‘L1 rias L|'
[what really is the Work] \being done by Go@ from beg1nn1ng to end. N DWGT RYRTKI AWK 7730
| WK DWIONT aPyTwK nwvyen

12[1 then real1zed] [that n truth] \nothing is so good,for them
D D2 2 PR D RV L I

03113 113 AW :‘an51 mnw5-ox
13 And also each person who eats and drlnksshould see the good,in all his labor— A ARM N Saxny J DINRg" ‘7;
thatagrft from God,[truly it 1s|]. KT OIOX NAn 1ony-o3a
DWIPRT Ay WD D Ry M
D91 *‘? T N

00Ty PR VY

than to be Joyful, and to do what is good,in their l1fet1me

. 0\
14/ And I realized]| [that whatever has occurred|—|that wh1ch]has been done by God

th1s will endure foréver. To it nothmg can be added ,Jand from it] [nothmg taken] away.
J

God has done 1t[that they be in aw/] [before H1m] U= J'-;. PR 1m

15 That which i§ has already béen. Jhat which shall be already happened ;Y8R KW YUY TR

[And yet does God] care for the persecuted KT 733 T
T 22 DY WK

16, And more did I not1c9under the sun: ,
TN :q?prr‘.x wpal DYIZRM
In the place of Just1ce[there is found]w1ckedness,\n the place of righteousness, there is found ciwl Wi NAR MK

17 Then sard I in my heart “Both the rlghteous and the wicked will be Judged by God YWAn MRy vawna Dign

>
He has set a time|for every purpose[and for all that takes place] on the earth.’ (YU MY Pyt Dipm
Y purp placg | oW pIYT O]
|_ ; . .
18 And again I said in my héart as concerns the ch1ldren of man,|that they are teste/]by God, NK) PUI¥ETNR 7373 MK NRK

935 ny-a oribxn vewr wwn
MK s DY awyeaY3 Sy yon
DN2% DINT "33 N7y 12l K
OAYIRD ORTTDOY MKY?) DITRG

[so that it may be seen] that they can as beasts, behave
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Q
19[For as it concerns| ‘the fate of the sons of man‘and the fate[of the beasts’]

[there is a s1ngle]fate [ for both of them'] As dies the one/ SO dles[the other one]

Lhe same life- breath have they bgth The supekrrorrty of man over the beast is false

It 311 is but vanity.

20 They all go,to the same place. They all come from dust and they all Jeturn to the dust
21 And[who can know] [the spirit|of the sons of man, whether it rises upwards

or the Splrltf of the beast Whether it descends @own into the eeltrth‘? %

22[Andso 1 percewed] that[there 1S nothrng] better than that ma>1n rej 01ces/1n his endeavors,
for tthS is his pro\rtlon. ) :

ALnd whc>) [can bring him|to see [end of chapter melody] [What will happen] after his tilme?
Chapter 4

4:1 Further[I went on‘]to con51der[all the oppressmn] that goes omunder the sun:

[Take for example | || the tears[of the oppressed] [and no one there]for them [to offer comfort]

In the hand of their oppressorsrrs the power, but there is for themno protector
2[Therefore I prarsed] [T thought them more well- off]—the dead ,Jwho are already] g{o\ne
than the 11V1ng,[they who are the one&] that must live yet longer

3[Better ofthhan both@re those as yey, not yet allve

[who have not]seen the acts of evrl (that are commrttedj@nder the s1|1n

4 And I came to see [all of the hard Work] [as well as]all excellence in work ,|that the source of 1{]

~

5 The fool just folds his hands and consumes his own flesh.
I

(s the rivalry of man with his nejl\ghbor This too is Van1ty and pursuit of W[ll’ld.
J

6| Better to be sureh to fill one’s hand,with qufr\etness

[than to ﬁ@ [both of one’s hand&] with labor@nd vexation of splirit.
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7/And I continuedS] [thus to contemplate] \observing all the Vanity under the sun

8 Con51der[someone living alone| who has no company. Nelther[has he a son|nor a broLther
[does he have’] |But there is nok] end to his toil. [Nor are his eyer] ever satlsﬁesd with rrlj\ches
[For whom—he might ask| | —am I[workmg SO hard] and denymg to myself what is good?
[This too] [is but Van1t{. SOITY busmessjlt 1|s.

9 Better off are two,[than one who works alonre],
[because they can be sure;] [that they will receive] a good reward, for their labor.
10[For 1ﬂ [they should fall] the Sne[can lift up] his companion.

4
[But alas for h1m] [who does| [fall down], and there is no one else, [to help him up].
11] And another thing]|,if two sleep together [it is warm |for thre\m, !
9 L
[but one alon)]—how will he be warmed?’

l2[One might overpower] [a s1ngle man] [but two together| [will stand up| [to him].
A cord made of three-ply thread]1s not read1ly broken g - 4
13[Better is a youth]—a lad who is poor, but wrjl\se than a kmg who is old but foollsh
[who in truth does n(it] know how to heed wammg§ any longer.

14The former from a prisogemerged as the krijng,
[although it be the truth] that in his own kingdom @e was born as a pauper

151 perceive though] that all of the l1V1ng,[all those who Walk]under the su\n

[that they sided| with the youth—[the second one], the one Who will stand in his place

16 There is no end|to the number of people] [all to whom] [he stood as kmg] [before them]

L

Yet they that come after, will not acclaim him. This is vanity, chasing after the wind.
J Hwil iy amty, ¢ |
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17 Guard[carefully your steps] [when you would] Walk to the house of God
[Better draw near] and hearken, than be like the fools with their offenngs,
A
[end of chapter melody] {t is not known to therr) that they are doing evil.
I

Chapter 5

4 . .
5:1 Do not be rash with your mouth\, land let not your heart| [act hastily]to utter a worcb

S N
in the presence of God,
L

silnce[God is ir>1]heaven/and y(l)_u are on e:arth.[And thereforf] let your words be felw.
2[In a like mannei] \as comes a dream due to much actfij:/ity,

\so does talk that is foolish,come from much speak1ng

3[When it happens] /that you should make a Vow—[you make a vow to God]

[do not delay] [to carry it out],[for 1ndeeg]@od takes no pleasure)in fojols.
Whatever you have vowed,,[carry it out].

4[It is better] [not to make]a Vro\w ,/than to make a VOVJV] and fail to fulfill 1t

-
5/Do not let]your mouth bring gurlt on your flésh ,Jand do not declare] before God’s messenger

that in error 1, you spoke

[Why 1ndeed] [should you anger | God by your talk and destroythe work of your hands
>

6[For it 1s] [that in the mult1tude;]of dream there is Van1ty,[as too in a surfeit|of talk

Rather hold God)in allwe

N1 oK 7R WK “'|‘“:n "p'"r'\ Y 17
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7 If the oppressron[of the poor|or VIO{athn of Just1ce and rrghteousness you should see in the state

L
[do not be surprlsed]at the matter.

N - T . . .
For|one high ofﬁcial](;ver[another official |is watching,|and higher ofﬁc1aljs] [watch over him].
L

8 The profit from the land,is for a_ll to recefji\ve.@ven the kingJQo the land is indebted.
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9A lgver of money/ is not saLtisﬁed with money,@or the lover of wealth with his rijncome.
This tgo is Vanity.

10 With the increasé of his gdods,[they increase |who consume them.

What advantage/ has its owner, exceptto see them with his eyes.

11 Sweet is the sleep of the I:aborerj,thether he has little or muchjto era\t,

but the abundancefof the rich man:] [does not in the leaskt.] {)ermit hin} to sleep.
12> [There is|an e_vil quite disgusting that I have sejen 1L1nder the sg\n:
[namely that of riches] that are kept by their owner, [to his own detriment].
13/ When they are lost]—these riches,—through a Venture ill- conce{r\ved

he may bear a son@ut in his hand he has ncl)thlng

14| Just as]he came from the womb of his mother, naked\hall he return, going out,[as he came rjrr]
;>

Nothmg shall he take from his labor[that he may carry away] in his hand

15 Also th1s/ is an eV11[to disgust one] Just as he came in,, so vslz_lll he dfle\part;

[so what proﬁt] [does he have]that he labors for the wrnd?

16 Besides, all his days in darkness does he eat, worrying greatly\n sickness and resentment.
17[Thus Idid conclude]—thrs[was understoof]d by me] [best it 1s] and ﬁttmg[for a maln to eat]
[and as well to drink]| nd to enjoy the good thlngs

[he gains from all worllf] | [wherein he laborsL] [underneath the sun]

[in the small numbeSr] [of Says of his life] that were given him by God,for this is his p(l)rtion

18 Indeed[unto every man] to whom was grven—[grven to him by God['riches and property,
[to whom God gave power]| to eat thereof to partake of his portlon and be ha Jppy in his woj\rk—
[let him know th1s] a gift from God it all is.

19>For not unduly will he deH[on the fevlv daysl]of his lrij\fe, [because of the facg]

[that God keeps him busy], [end of chapter melody] [and provides him|with joy in his heart.
N J I
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Chapter 6
6:1 There is an évil that I have seenjunder the sun.\A grave one it is, for maltn.
A

L

p
2A man to whom[rs given to hrm]—[granted to him by God|—/[abundant riches]|,

as well as property and honor\ [so that there is not]a lack—[a need within his soul] |
of all[that he might have desrre] [but he has not the means]frorn God to [partake of 1t]
[bel(_:ause it happens tha\t]@nother man—a strangeg—enj Hoys it.

This[indeed is vanity]. A grievous il,it is.

3 Ele is should havek]—a man—[even one hundred childrenI] [and if his years]

fre many in h1s 11fet1me [if great they are | 1ndeed [each living day of his years]

but his soul[ls not content] [with the good thrngs] 1f even burral[rs not glven]to hfjr\m

[this is what I then say] better off than he;is a stillbirth.
I

4 For futile is its coming and in darkness it departs. In darkness its very name is enveloped.
2 L A J I

5 Though the sun he has not seen)nor anything knrjown,
Jnaches has the latter [more than the formelr]
6 e_ven[lf the man had hved]a thousand years[or twice that] but gogdness never sa\w
[For is it not the cas&], that to one place, do both retlllrn.
7 All the toil of a man [is but for his mouth], yet his sgule not fulﬁllled.
8 [For 1ndeed]

[What of the poor man] [who knows how to walk\hrough life?
I

what advantage has the wise man,over the fojol‘?

9 [Better too it is]\the 51ght of the eyes,[than the wandering of the soul].
L A

Even this is Vanity «and pursuit of wilnd.
10 [Whatsoever happens], alreadyf has been gil_ven a nra\me.

L
11 [True indeed it is]:things in excess,produce more futfi&ity. [What then is besjt] for a man?
3

It is kngwn that he I_S but a man. He cannot contend with one stronger, than hle.
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12 Fcllr[who can know;]) What is good for a man\[in his life;], [in those few dayi]
(that he lives so vainly , pal_ssing like a ShidOW? And too, who can teLll aman |
[end of chapter melody] What will take place after hirr),@nder the s1|1n?

Chapter 7

7:1 Better a\good namejthan oil that is tj\ne Better[the day of death]than the djy of b1rth.
2 [Better it is| to goftoa house of mournrng] than to go {toa house of feastrng,

[by virture of the factl] that thIS is the end for all pe](\)ple The 11V1ng@hould take it to heart.

I
3 Better feel grlef than laughter Qndeed a sad face, Jeads to gladness of heart

™12
n80R D¥N2 DIKY WM yTtmn
73070 WK ¥3 owyn 1530 o
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DI"3 NAT DM 2 JPWn DY W T
TP
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DIRT93 QID KT UKD TAYN N3
92%°0K 1A Nm

4 The he>art of the w1se/1s in the house of mourmng,@ he heart of the foobdn the house of laughlnt M OB AT pnwn Dy W3

5 [It is surely better] to hsten to the rebuke ofa wrjl\se man,

[than that a personl] should ljstenko the song of a folol.

6 For like the crackling of thorn$ under a kéttle is the laughter of fools. This too is vanity.
L > L J L A / I

7\And oppressionymakes a folpl of the wrij\se man. Debased is the heartby a glift.

8 [Better it will be]—the end of a matter, than is the begrji\nning.

\Better a patient spirit,than a haughty one.

9.Don’t hasten in your sp1r1t to get ra\ngry Indeed anger —dan the bosom of fools, ab1des
10[Do not ask ] “How[ls 1t]that the days of old were better days,than these’?"
[Because in fact] not prompted by WlsdomJ do such questions come

11 Good is w1sdor9 asa le\gacy, of great proﬁt for those beholdlng the sun.

12 [For it might be said], the shelter of w1sdom is like the shelter of money.
(G- - L A

What advantage is knowledge? Wisdom dmparts life to its (l)wner.
13 [Observe then |the worklngs of God

J
For[who is 1t] that can/[make strarght agaln] that Wwhich God has made crooked?
I
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14 In the day of good fortund dwell in the good, J{n the day of m1sfortun9, cons1der
bo_th the fc;rmer and the lattef were brought forth by God ,/in order that]
[there be not| |found in God] [when asked by a man] [afterward/] any fault
15 All this have | seen, in my days that are ﬂeetmg [There is the]tzaddl k/(the righteous man)
who d1es in his goodness, [and there is the] rasha (the evil man) who endures[through his evil].
16 [Do not be]a tzr:’;\lddl K excesswely [Do not play the wise onJ] too mu\ch !
[Why should you]be left dflrsolate?
17.Do not play the rasha to exc.esg—yes bE not a fool. Why should you die,before your tilme?
18 Best it is that you grasp the one,[but of the othej] don’t let g0 your ha\nd.
kThe one who fears GodJ\does his duty through both things.
19 lesdom[glves more strength]to the w:]se[than do ten]rulerthat are to be found in the clrty
20 For[among men] there is none who is righteous,on ejarth—
one who does only goodand does not stray.
21 élso,[to all of the words]that pe_ople sfay, do not t@(e them to herjart,
[in order that yo&] do not hear your servantrev}le you.
22 [For indeed] there have been many times,—this you kn(l)_w in your herjart—
ou have yourselﬁ Jeviled others
23 All th1s I have tested w1th wrjl\sdom I thought[I could become w1se] but 1thas beyond mle
24 [Eluswe 1ndeed] ,|1s that which occursj] Jtis so very deepJ, who can fathom }t‘?
25([Sol tumed about|,[and I apphed] my m1nd to study and search out
\o look for wisdomyand for regsons, to know/W1ckedness and stup1d1ty, fojohshness and madness
26 What was also clear to me? b1tter[even more than death]ls a woman:

[the ohe who is] [made of all snaress] :land a huntmg net] is her heart fetters are her hfa\nds

[A man who is good] [—who stands] before God eludes hér [but the s1nfu1 man s caught by her
J
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27 Sedl This[is what | founfi]—thus Sp?ks Kohelet—item by itenbin my search for relasons.
L

28 | As for all these things|, further sought my soul , but it could not find.
N

N ‘ A
[If there was a man]|, it was o>ne in a thousand I found woman among these, did I not ﬁnd

29 But see’ that th1s [1did ﬁnd] [T came to know] [that when man was made| [—when God made]
$

[the human belng] [God made him simple],
J

[end of chapter melody)\but they have sought to make accounts;— to reason undlllly.

Chapter 8
8:1 Who is lll_ke[a wise man], and who knows the 1nterpretat10n of thrr\ngs?
The w;s/dom of a man/ brlghtens his face the sternness of hlS face is tranlsformed
2[I say]| [that the king’s command] [should be kept] [this you should do|
for the sake of your oath to God
3 [Do not be in haste] [to leave the presence] of the klng [don’t take a Stand]
using words speaking evil,|for 1ndeed_], whatever he wants he can do.
4 Since the word of thfe\kmg has authonty Who can say to him,, [What are you domg‘?]
5 He who keeps his command will not know, a word of ,iVll
Both tlme and Justlce are known@y the heart of wllsdom
6 And for each experlence there aJre both t1me and Jfljl\SthG
For, the evil of man, weighs heavily upon h|1m.
7For no one can know,|that which will bel]
>[At the moment| that a thmg is to happen [who is therje] that could tell him about 1|t‘7
8 Nor[ls there for a man]power over the w1nd to hold back the w1nd
[nor has he>]powerf over the>day of deith. {There is no dischargefrom that wrjar.

No deliverance by wickedness,|[for the possesser thereolf].
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9[All this|have I seen and apphed my heart[to observe every deed] that is dongunder the sbl\n.
>

[Knowing the tlmes] in wh1ch[there does rule| [one man] over another,\to do harm to him.
10[ And along with all thrs],[here is what [ have seeno]: wicked mén brought to burial’
[They had often comé] to the makom kadOSh/(the holy plaees and profa:med it.
But forgotten in the crty were those[who did ri ghteouslyj] This toJo is Van1ty,

11 In that[they do not carry out] the sentence for acts of wrongdomg promptly.

[ And this provides the reasorl)] [why so fully set] |are the heartss] [of thef]sons of meél]
[within therg] (o do elvil.

12[If there be] [a sinful man]who does[an evil deed] |a hundred timejs]

and prolonged are his days

[
LS
[for those Who fear]God,\for those who have awe,in God’s presence

even so] it is known by mé [that it w1ll]be well

13 But well it shall not be| for the wicked man] nor shall he prolong his days,,

[that are like a shadow]

Ay [owing to the fact] that he has no fear, Qn the presence of G(l)d
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l4[Here is a vain thrng] that[takes place]on the earth: [it can happen that| | there are[nghteous men| D71 DK yuny owun wn oW

of whom[rt is requ1ted] thenf, for the deeds of the wicked ,|and there are] [wrcked men]

of whom it is requ1ted them,for the del_eds of the righteous. [To this I say], it is all Vallnrty

4
lS[Therefore pralsed] by me was Si mchdh (enjoyment) since there[1s noth1ng better| for a man/

under the sun (than to eat and to drink,and be merry [These things will 1ndeed]

attend hrm[m his labor] [through the days] [of h1s l1fe] that are granted him by God, wnder the sdn

l6[When I app11>ed my heart to[know w1sd0m]
and to observe all the buisiness (hat goes onyin the wfo\rld—

H
[for just as] by day,[lt happens by n1ght] [that in fact slumber| by my eyes\are not sel:en.
J
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17[And 1 percelved] [all the worklngs]of God [that 1ndeed] it is not pos51ble [for a man]
to fathon{ the events, the acts that are done [under the sun]
O]for the reason that]although[he laborss] |a man struggles hard]—[to seek it ou/]

he falls[to find them out]. Even if it be clalmed by a sage|[that he knows 1t]

A
[end of chapter melody] even he will not be able [to find out what it means].

Chapter 9
N .
9:1 énd[for all these things]|,|I laid it up |in my heart/,[thus to make cleaE] all this:
>

-
[that in fact]| [even righteous men],[people who are wise|—their works are in the hands of Go\d.

[ Whether there be love] ,lor whether there be hate'] it is no>t]known/by mén.

[All of their causeﬁ]precede him.

2[All thlngs 1ndeed] ahke[to everyone] their fate is one to the rlghteous and to the w1cked
to the good to the clean and to the unclean

[to those who offer sacrlﬁee] [and to those who do nth] oLffer sa\criﬁce.

As to the good, so to the sinner;[to him who swears an oath] [as to him Wwho fears an olath.
3[Thus it truly i 1s | [an evil there is 1ndeed]1n all that is do.\ne Ender the sun:

(there is but one fate for ej:/eryone [ This is Why]the heLart[of the sons of men| [is full of mahce]
There is madness in their hearts/[whlle they do live], [ after whlch] [they go to the dead]

4 For hinf who would be J01neon all the 11V1ng there i is indeed hope:

A dog that is allve/[ls surely better ofﬂ than a hon that is dead.

5 [For at least] [those who are ahv&] know[that they will dlri

[But as for the dead] [they surely do not] know[anythmg at all]

-
[There is not left] to them any recornpense, because forgotten,is their mlemory
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6 Al-[so their loves],|and as well their hatreds|, and their jealousies have already perished.
[InLdeed a portion] [they no longer]have/on th%e earth,in thz; which is Ic_long under th\e sun.
7 Go and eat with jo{ your brdad&@rink with arjglad heart your wine. |
Because already@pproved by God are your deeds 4

8 [And so at all t1mesl]Qet your clothes be whlte May 011 on your head not be lackmg

9 And spend your life'with the w1fe[that you love] all the days of your hfe that is fléeting,
[that God gave] to you under the sun 511 your days of futrlrty,

[foor 1ndeed]th1s 1s your portronfrn life, aLnd In your labor\n which you toil,under the s1|1n.

10 Whatsoever work| [there may be]| [that is found] [by your hancl]

0
doing which—is within your powers . do it. [Because 1ndeed] [there i§ no|

dorng, or plannrng, leamrng or wisdom [1n the grave—in Sheol] the place to which yoware g(l)lng.

ll[I came back to this]|: I saw that[under the sunl,[it is not the case|that to the swrft goes the race,
[nor is it the cases] that to[the valiant goes the battle] not to the Wlkse goes the bread ,/nor is it trde]
[that to the>]1nte111gent go the rlches, |and as is also tru&], not just to the leamedjcomes ffa\vor.

JFor a time of mischance, comes to all.

12[Since this it is that we do know}]—([)this indeed is true]' Tt is not known by man’

[When his time will come] Just as ﬁsh that are caught ina net that is treacherous

[just as the birds]| are trapped in a snare, [in the same way] are entrapped/the chlldren of men

in the day of mlsfortune [when it cofjrr\les upon therB] without warning.

13[And somethlng elsg]. J have seen this Wlsdorryll_nder the su\n. Great did this seem,to mel:

14 There was a small city. The people inside it were fe\w [One day there came upon it| a ki>ng—

/
|a great king|—who proceeded to surround it,and built up agalnst reat s1egeworks

g
AN
15 There was found[rnsrde the town] a man who was poor Cout wise. \And he saved the c1ty

with his wf}\sdom But people drd not remémber (this man—this poor marb—afterward
I
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16 Thus was noted by me::@etter is wisdomjthan \;e\tlor.
I_ .
The wisdom|of a poor man/]is scorned.His words are not heleded.
> .
17 The words of the wise spoken quijtly are hrej\ard wore than the cry of a king,over f(l)ols.
18 Better is wisdomythan weapons of war.

But one mistake [end of chapter melody] [can indeed bring to ruin|gmuch that is golod.
L J

Chapter 10

10:1 Defd ﬂiesgnake putrid and fetid the oil of the pre\rfumer.

[Thus is outweighe&] wisdom and honor @y a bit of folly

2 The heart[of a wise man/] [leads him toward the rlght] the heart of a foobtoward the lelft.
3 [Even on the roa(i], when the fool is Walkrngjhrs rnl_rnd 1s not prre\sent.
\Jhus he announces to everyone,what a fool he is.

4 If the spirit of the rulef rises up[against youz] from your plice[you should not budge\],
since mamtalnlng composure ejses grave offences :
5 There i isa great évil that T have sejen under the sg\n [It appears as an error| procejedmg from a ruler
6 Placed is folly on helghts greatly estre\emed ,lwhile men of wealth |ithe low places are taklng

IA! have seen servantsjrldlng on horses, [while noblemen]@re walking like servants on the grolund.
8Upon digging a pit,, 1n51de it one falls \After breaching a wall,\one is bitten by a snake

9 [He who quames]stones will be hlJlI"[ therewfjl\th He who splits Wood 1s endangered thereby

10 If blunt[should be an ax]—rf one'its edge has not héned—more strejngth must one exe\rt
Jhe advantage that brings success jis wllsdom.

11If the snake hites [before the snake-charmer actrs\],

it briLngs no advantage to hjve[a master charmer|.

12 Words from the lips of a wise marbbring f;?.\VOI‘, but the lips of a fool bring ruin.
|
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13In the beginning the words from his lipsjare fc:lc\)lishness,

but the conclus10n[of his talk]ls madness altogether

14 The fojol multlphes word/s Not kn(>)wn by a mar is what is to bé.

As to what] [will take place| [after him], who,c kould advrse hrm‘?

15The exertions of a fool [wear him Oli‘\t]’ until he does not know, how to get to a tc|>wn

16/ Woe to you]O land whose kLng isa chlld and whose mjnlsters in the morning are felastlng
17 But blessed is the land whose krng is nobly born

whose mlmsters[at the proper tlme]do d1ne wrth restrant@nd not through drllmkenness

18 Through lazmess[appears a sagl_] in the cSrlmg.

Jhrough slackened hands,appears a leak in the h(|>use.

19 For revelry/they make a banquet. With inne they bring glladness to lrijfe.
But moneyanswers all neleds

20 Even[m your thoughts] a kmg[do not reV11e]

a
Even while 1 1n your bedroom[do not curss]the rich. For a bird of the air may carry your V01ce.
L >

[end of chapter melody]@ creature with wings, will broadcast your wolrds.

Chapter 11
11:1 Cast your bread on the face of the wa}ers,@ince after many days [ you will find if].
L
2 Give a portion to seven,, or even to ejight.
>Indeed, you dﬁ not know what evil will occurjon the elarth.
( :
3 If filled are the clguds with rainf, on the eal_rth they will pour down.
{f[there should fall a tree] to the south or to the north,
- L A
[in that very placi] (that falls the treeJ,Qhere it shall llie.

4 One who watches the wind,will never sow. One who stares at the clouds ,will never reap.
¢ S Ver sowW. & 5,0 |
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5[Just as you] [do surely not| know'the way of the wihd,
L

or how the bones[grow in the womb] |of a pregnant womarrjl]

[in the same way] [you cannot]know the work1ngs of God, the One who makes it all happen

6 In the mommg Sow your seed in the evening do not hold back your ha\nd
p
[For indeed],you surely do not know'which z;ct will succeed the one or the other
L L
\or if the two are equally g(l)od.

7 Swejet is the light. It is good to the eyes,to see the sdn.

8/ For in fact]1f the years[are many in numbe{] d{n the life of a man,,[let him all of them]enjoy
Let him remember the days of darkness, of which many there will be,. Q( et it all will be ﬂeetmg
9 Rejo1ce [young man] [in your youthful years] Make glad your heart in the days of your ch1ldhood

And walk in the path of your héart and in the si fht of your S\yes .|But this you must know]

[that in fact] [for all these things]|, Jou will be brought by God,to Judgment

10/ Do away w1th] Vexat1on[frorn your heart], and put away evil, from your ﬂish

[end of chapter melody]\For childhood and all the black hair of youthj—[all will be ﬂeetm%].

Chapter 12

12:1 So remember” your creator in the days of your youth

unt1l a t1me should come that the days are d1fﬁcult ahd the years arrive in wh1ch you say,
here is nothing in them for m: Jthat gives pleasure

2 [Wh1le the time is still here| in which not darkened is the surf and the hght

nor the moon and the stars, Wwhen not yet retum the clouds,after the ralm.

3[In the day] [when the arms tremble] “the keepers of the house [when the legs stoop]

“The meLn of \rljalor ; when ceases [the grinding m1ll]/(the teeth) smce[the grinders are few]

«and grown dim are those that gazgthrough the windows (the elyes).
I
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4 And cl(;sed are the doors/to the street (the e:ars),[when one rises up] at the sound of a b]rd,
[and brought IO\Z] are all the daughters of song.

5 And when heights cause one fear/ as does terror on the rbad' when blossoms[the almond tree]
[and heavy with food] is the grasshopper [and again there buds] [the caper bush]

[while sets out]a man for his hoLme everlastlng and going about in the streetsjare mcl)urners
6/Do 1t]before is snapped the cord of silver and is shattered the bowl made of gold

and is broken the jug { at the spnng, and crushed is the wheel at the well

7/ Then all will retum]S

|as dust, it returns|—|into the earth] [as once it emerged]
\

and the lifebreath retiirns unto God, (the One who bestowed 1t
L

8| Futile it all 1s] [and emptmess] Thus speaks Kohelet all of it is futlle

|
9/And one further word]: \Because Koheletywas a sra\ge contlnually[he taught knowledge]to the people.

He pondered[and sought out] [and arrange/] proverbs in great n1|1mbers.

10 And sought Kohélet to dlscgver[words of dehght]

\and recorded straightforwardly,,» Words of trl,ll'[h.

11 The saying of the wisé are like spu'rs—klike nails implanted;—by the masters assej\mbled,

[all transmitted] by the ro’eh echelld:[the one shephercll].

12And furthermore of these thing J,[my son, do glve] heed

of wrlftlng books in great numbers there i is no énd. Jo study excesswely makes weary the body
13The end of the matter , with all said and done:

God should be feared and His commandmenrtjs obsérved: [for this it lj] [that makes the whole marlr]
14 Slnce[all of the deeds] [God H1mse1f] will bring to judgment,, even all that is hrlj\dden

[end of chapter melody if not repeating 13] [whether it be of good],[or whether of eV1l].

4
13 repeated The end of the matter), with a_ll said and dojr\le: G%d should be feared,

and His commandments obsérved: [end of chapter melody] [ for this it ijs] [that makes the whole man]|.
I
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Len Fellman’s English readings with tropes

This purpose of this project isto translate THE SONG OF THE TORAH into English.

A secondary purpose in creating these English readings was to help me master the
Hebrew text itself. | work by comparing four or five English trandations of a pasuk and
creating a cantillated English sentence that sounds as much as possible like the Hebrew. By the
time | have donethis, | fedl that | have mastered that Hebrew pasuk, and made it my own.

| create English readings that can be sung to the tropes used for the Hebrew, and which
follow the Hebrew as closely as possible, word for word and trope by trope.

My ideal listener isthe person who knows enough Hebrew and has enough interest to
follow the Hebrew in a bilingual text while the leyner is chanting (either in Hebrew or in
English), and who wants to hear atrandation that helps brings the Hebrew text to life, both
verbally and musically. For this reason | often use verbal tricks to make the English word order
match the Hebrew, but only if it makes the English easy to follow. (More specificaly, | wish to
make it sound good when chanted, but not necessarily when spoken).

| also want to give the person who knows little or no Hebrew an experience of what the
text chanted to the trope melodies sounds like. For this purpose | use exactly the same tropesin
the English asin the Hebrew (aimost always on the corresponding English word).

If one examines the authoritative trandations, it becomes clear that there are many
passages in the text of whose meaning the experts are unsure. In those situations | attempt to
choose a reading which scans well with the melody, and which agrees with some (or at |east
one) of the authoritative renderings.

In order to adapt the trope symbolsto aleft-to-right language like English, | reversed
the direction of the trope symbols:

4
me{cha tigcha mungch te\(jr mapz;\kh or yetiv kadmaor pashta ge\resh
gershayim telishakatana  telishagedola

(Generally speaking the conjunctive tropes such as mercha, munach, mapakh, kadma, and telisha katana “lean
toward” the words they “conjoin” to, while the digunctive tropes such as tipcha, geresh, gershayim, and telisha
gedola “lean away” from the words that follow, so asto create a sense of separation.)

The trope symbol is normally placed under the accented syllable, unlessitis

a pre-positive accent (telisha gedola, placed at the beginning of the word) or
a post-positive one (telisha katana or pashta, placed at the end of the word).
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The Hebrew text frequently puts a makkeph (which is like a hyphen) between words in order
to treat them as a single word to be chanted. | use adifferent system for English: If an entire
English phrase is to be chanted to asingle trope melody, | place it between grey brackets, asin
this phrase from the Book of Lamentations. [clingsto her skirts| The leyner isinvited to fit
this phrase to the Eicha “rivi’i” melody in whatever way seems most natural.

Asavariant of this device, | indicate the following pairs of tropes by “wrapping them
around” the phrase which will have the combined melody:

merchaltipcha kadma/geresh mercha siluk
\Renew our days, ‘She weeps bitterly'. @afire-offering to Gcl)d

Again, the leyner should find the most natural way to fit the phrase to the combined trope
mel ody.
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