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MAKER OF NIGHTS: SOURCES AND QUOTATIONS

1 In the second year of his reign,
Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was
troubled and he could not sleep. 2 So the
king summoned the magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what
he had dreamed. When they came in and
stood before the king, 3 he said to them, “I
have had a dream that troubles me and I
want to know what it means."

4 Then the astrologers answered the king,
[c] “May the king live forever! Tell your
servants the dream, and we will interpret
it.”

5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This
is what I have firmly decided: If you do not
tell me what my dream was and interpret
it, I will have you cut into pieces and your
houses turned into piles of rubble. 6 But if
you tell me the dream and explain it, you
will receive from me gifts and rewards and
great honor. So tell me the dream and
interpret it for me.”

7 Once more they replied, “Let the king
tell his servants the dream, and we will
interpret it.”

[..]

10 The astrologers answered the king,
“There is no one on earth who can do what
the king asks! No king, however great and
mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any
magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11
What the king asks is too difficult. No one
can reveal it to the king except the gods,
and they do not live among humans.”

12 This made the king so angry and furious
that he ordered the execution of all the
wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree was
issued to put the wise men to death, and
men were sent to look for Daniel and his
friends to put them to death.
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[...]

17 Then Daniel returned to his house and
explained the matter to his friends
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He
urged them to plead for mercy from the
God of heaven concerning this mystery, so
that he and his friends might not be
executed with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon. 19 During the night the mystery
was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then
Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and
said:

“Praise be to the name of God for ever
and ever;

wisdom and power are his.
21 He changes times and seasons;
he deposes kings and raises up others.
He gives wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to the discerning.
22 He reveals deep and hidden things;
he knows what lies in darkness,
and light dwells with him.

23 I thank and praise you, God of my
ancestors:

You have given me wisdom and power,

you have made known to me what we
asked of you,

you have made known to us the dream of
the king.”
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Jer 51:15

Maker of the earth by His power, setter
of the world by His wisdom; and by His
intelligence, he pitches the sky.

Prov 3:19

The LORD by wisdom made the earth,
set the heavens by intelligence.

Ps 136:5

[Praise] the maker of the Heavens by
intelligence, for his mercy endures
forever.

Ps 104

He made the moon for the fixed times;
he knows the evening of the sun.

20 You will make it dark, and it will be
night, wherein the animals of the
forest will roam.

21 The lioncubs roar for their prey; and
ask God for their food.

22 The sun will rise, they will be
collected; and lie in their dens.

23 Man will go out to his tasks, to his
work unto evening.

24 How numerous are your works,
LORD, you have done them all by
wisdom

The earth is full of your creations.

Ps 33:6

By the word of the LORD the skies were
made; and by the breath of him mouth,
all their hosts.
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In the beginning, by wisdom created by the LORD, the
heaven and the earth were created. And the earth was
"formless void", formless from men and animals, and void
from all agriculture and trees, and darkness was spread out
over the darkness. And a wind of mercy before the LORD was
blowing over the water. And the Word of the LORD said: let
there be light. And there was light, as his Word decreed.
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Targum Neophyti on Genesis 1:1
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713 Blessed are You, LorD our God, King of the Universe,
who by His word brings on evenings,

by His wisdom opens the gates of heaven,

with understanding makes time change and the seasons rotate,
and by His will

orders the stars in their constellations in the sky.

He creates day and night,

rolling away the light before the darkness,

and darkness before the light.

e makes the day pass and brings on night,

distinguishing day from night:

the Lorp of hosts is His name.

May the living and forever enduring God rule over us for all time.
IMlessed are You, Lorp, who brings on evenings.
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