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Naming Covenant

For the child of Rabbi Emma Kippley-Ogman
and Benjamin Kamm

Born 23 Shvat 5772 ~ 15 February 2012

25 February 2012
Rosh Chodesh Adar ~30 Shvat 5772
Congregation Kehillath Israel
Brookline, MA



Welcome

Thank you for joining us to welcome our child into covenant. We're
grateful that he is already surrounded by so many family and friends full
of love and curiosity. We also acknowledge those who could not travel
here today, including the baby’s great-grandma Lila Ogman, great-
grandfather Hans Hirsch, step-grandma Cheryl Kamm and step-great-
grandpa Irwin Pearl.

Please sing as Oma Marga Hirsch (Benj’s mom) carries the baby in (on a
quilt matching Emma & Benj’s wedding chuppah):

QINIWW OTION » OVA  B'shem Ha-shem Elohei Yisrael
SIONDM P Mi-mini Micha'el
N2 INRDWDY  U-mi-s'moli Gavri'el
PONONN NP U-mi-lfanai Uri'el
,ON9Y YINNYY  U-me-achorai Refa’el
ON NYOY OWNT Yy Ve'al roshi (x2) Shechinat El

In the name of the Divine,

On my right is Micha’el [Angel of mercy]
And on my left Gavri’el [Angel of strength]
Before me Uri’el [Angel of light]
And behind me Refa’el [Angel of healing]

And upon my head, the Divine presence.

We say together:
NaD T2 Baruch haba Welcome!
Nana Ellen Ogman (Emma’s mom) places the baby on Elijah’s chair &

Sara says:
2392 0T NN INDN DY RPN MY
1P TS
This is the chair of Elijah the prophet, whom we remember well.
We pray that this child be an instrument of Divine salvation.

May there be peace among us and tranquility in Israel:
With great fortune, a son has come to us,
May the redeemer come in his time.

May this boy be refreshed,
May he dwell in the shade of the Divine.
May he contemplate Torah, learning with all who approach.

May his essence be blessed, the days of his life long,
His table always set and his offerings accepted.

May his good name precede him everywhere.
May he grow to be a mensch.

May he be a friend to those who know awe,
And may he be like Samuel for his generation.

May he attain old age and satisfaction,
And be rich in all that is good,
Peace to him and much love, and may God say, “amen.”

May this one, covenanted into his people,
Live for his father and his mother,
And may his God be with him and with all the house of Israel.

Sharing our Blessings

We are grateful for the care of family and community and the excellence
of medical care we have received. Please consider a contribution to one of
these organizations working to improve maternal and infant care in
Boston, the USA, the Jewish community, Israel, and throughout the
world: Yad Chessed, Health Leads, American Jewish World Service,
Project Muso Ladamunen, Hadassah, and the Palestinian Medical
Education Initiative.

What about the circumcision?

With the blessing of warm community, we sought to welcome our child
into covenant with both intimate and public dimensions. We are also
dedicated to celebrating our child’s arrival in a way that doesn’t over-
emphasize a baby’s apparent sex. We developed this communal ritual for
any child. As our child is a boy, we held a private circumcision with
only parents, grandparents, uncles and aunts. Had our baby been a girl,
the private ritual would have been immersion in a mikvah.
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Celebratory Piyut

We'll start the blessing after the meal with this 15%-century liturgical
poem sung at covenanting ceremonies among Jewish communities of the
Middle East and North Africa. This melody closely resembles that of the
piyut sung at our wedding.

N2 MY NN OVYOm
DN N VA )7 N2 )2 20 P02
WM 7Y 0¥3 WO 1A
ORIV D25 NT PN NN I NP
INROD VA0 YN EAREROURRIP/AY
2NN N NI TNY D) NNV
13O0 7T WY 12Y 922 N¥2 Y
ONINYI T O 920 O DN ONPI
N0 52T M nPY 0N MPY 1Y
OND IMN YD AN MANN 191 0 DOY)Y
MIINDY VAN TIN? Y 7IN2 519N
:INT ™2 59 oY) Y PION M

Yehi shalom becheyleynu Veshalva beyisrael

Besiman tov ben ba lanu Beyamav yavo hagoel
Hayeled yehi ra’anan Betzel shaddai yitlonan
Uvtorah az yitbonan Yealef dat lechol shoel
Umkoro yehi varuch Zeman chayav yehi aruch

Veshulchano yehi “aruch Vezivcho lo yitgael

Shemo yeitzei bechol eiver  Asher yigdal yehi gever
Ulyir’ei eil yehi chaveir Yehi bedoro kishmuel

Adei zikna vegam seiva Yehi dashen bechol tova
Veshalom lo verov ahava Amen ken yomar haeil
Hanimol betoch amo Yichyeh leaviv ul’imo
Veyihe elohav imo Ve'im kol beit yisrael
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This little one has come to us from a long journey. We greet
him with love and welcome by washing his hands and feet,
as it is written:

D231 I8N D VYN N) N
N1 D270 INDN D INY)

Let some water be brought so you may wash your feet. (Genesis 18:4)
We draw up the waters of Miriam’s well.

Grandpa Ken Kamm (Benj’s dad) holds the baby as Papa Kip Kippley
(Emma’s dad) washes his hands and feet.

Introductory Blessing

This blessing appears in Sefer Ha-Chinuch, a 13 century text.

1930 219 N2 0PI 20 TON 22 NHN 7172
Blessed are you, Adonai, Who creates the fruihefvine.

IIN OYN 1Y WITP YN D2IWD T20 IOION 2 NN 7172
N9 T2 INNY ,DMIDR NPT PIDN NN PN DY DWIIN
Y9)7 DTN 2121 DN NNYI PIAND NI PNITI N2 NHWY)
122°0 DX NMNIY IWASN W NY (1 2 nv\vm:z) kN
> APN) MI2DN DY) NMNYY n\vu‘:n Y2y 1Y NOTH
YINTN MW IY PION) 12 NYNNY NNYN) S9N 19 I (N
OYY TON) DN NITI BN YN TINI IMVYY NN
(2> P9 2PN) M NINY TNTRM YTRY

Blessed are you, Adonai, who sanctified the fatusis mother’'s womb.
For forty days you apportioned his limbs into 2i8ds, and afterwards
breathed a soul into him, as it is written (Gen&si3 And God breathed
into Adam’s nostrils the breath of life and Adancdrae a living being
You have clothed him in skin and flesh, and covdvied with bones and
tendons, as it is written (Job 10:M9u will clothe me with skin and
flesh and cover me with bones and tendémsl you gave him food and
drink to enjoy, and invited two ministering angeisguard him in his
mother's womb, as it is written (Job 10:M)u have given me life and
treated me with kindness and your commands guarsiimiy.



Covenant of Naming

Aunt Shira Kamm and Uncle Noah Kippley-Ogman hold the baby
during his covenanting.

T2NDN YTY IN O PN NN DIIN IN M P
NFW) TPOPI O MNN) : ODD M) 2297
DN THY NN TIY NIP? Nb] TN TRDA TNIN

MY N RIPT NI TOYN 1Y ... DI THY M)

ADNOTIN 1 IRY MY 2 1Y

God appeared to Avram and said I am El-Shaddai - walk before

me and be childlike, and I will make a covenant between me and

you, and I will make you very great. Your name will no longer
be called Avram; let your name be Avraham; and no longer call

Sarai your partner by the name Sarai, for Sarah will be her
name; and I will bless her. (Genesis 17)

God entered into covenant with Avraham and Sarah
through naming, revealing the name Shaddai for the first
time, and renaming each of them with a heh, a lasting piece
of the Divine name. Today, we invite our son into covenant
with the Divine, the Jewish people, and all humanity. We
invite him into relationship by sharing all of our names, the
Divine name, and by giving him the name by which he will
be known.

The Bible describes four body parts as covered or closed,
literally foreskinned. In a brit milah (covenant of
circumcision), we uncover one of those. In this covenant of
naming, we invite the Divine to open this child’s heart, ears,
and lips, three parts of our bodies which are too often closed
off to the world around us.

Closing Blessings

D’ﬂ'DN TR’ May the Divine make you like

VNI DIIIND Ephraim and Menashe

. "~ And your very own sacred self.
WY M 7972>  May the Divine bless you

IO PON P9 N Ny and guard you.
' YN MY » N> May the Divine face you
{3%7\’)'7 ;[5 =D'\’)T’i to light you up with grace.
) T "7 May the Divine face you, turning
towards you to give you peace.

We all join in singing:

Y7 D20 NN ONID INIID  Ha-malach ha-go’el oti mi-kol ra
, O NN QY Yevarech et ha-ne’arim
MV ONA NP Vi-karei ba-hem sh'mi
YMIAN OV V'shem avotai
PN ONIAN Avraham ve-Yitzhak
NIND 2IP2 299 WIN Ve-yidgu la-rov be-kerev ha-aretz
RN NIV ODININ OV V’shem imotai Sarah ve-Rivka
NIND 2P 299 W Ve-yidgu la-rov be-kerev ha-aretz

Angel who redeems me from all ill,

please bless the children

and call them by my name,

and the names of my fathers Avraham and Yitzhak,

the names of my mothers Sarah and Rivka,

and may they multiply like fish in the land. (Genesis 48:16)

Thank you for joining us!

Stay for a festive meal!

Before you leave, be sure to add your name to the document that our
friends Jeff Klein and Rachel Shuler have prepared for the baby to recall
this day. We also acknowledge Rabbi Shira Shazeer, founder of the
Jewish Birth Network, whose child-welcoming ritual inspired this one.



All respond:

™M927 OO OV AN Amen - K'shem she’nichnas la-brit
ﬂmnbw N9 O YD ken yzkanes I'torah ul’chuppah
Rubiblb) D’\{))_J)_Q?} ul'ma’asim tovim.

Amen! As he enters the covenant, so may he come into a
life of Torah, loving partnership, and acts of kindness.
Please repeat this verse after us, three times:
,2290 99 PO YN Hodu I’Adonai ki tov
ATON DYW) D Ki le‘olam hasdo.

Praise the Holy One for God is good;
For Divine kindness is boundless.

Sara says:
, 112D ©IIIY DY .1 D1T) Yopn M
L0720 Dy -usrm NN 0 )2
This little one will yet grow big.

Just as he has entered the covenant, so too may he come into a
life of Torah, loving partnership and acts of kindness.

Join with us in blessing:

M NN 2 Baruch ata Adonai,
071)"1 ‘[7)3 179N Eloheinu melech ha-olam,
NN 132{)3\_{) she-hechiyanu ve-kiyemanu,
mn ]).9’5'_5 a;;ﬁjﬁl ve-higiyanu la-z'man ha-zeh.
Blessed are you, Adonai, who has given us life and
sustained us and brought us to this moment.

Benj speaks briefly about the name.

As is written in Your Torah:

%p YN 22D NN 7227 INCPION M) O
W91 9221 7229 922 PN MM NN “IJ“INb
7230 W7

Adonai your God will circumcise your hearts and the
hearts of your children to love Adonai your God with
your whole heart and with your entire being so that you
may live. (Deuteronomy 30:6)

May you live a wholehearted life, opening your heart to love
deeply and to be loved, to feel the joy and recognize the
suffering in our fragile world. The letter shin encompasses
two chambers and three directions. May the shin of the
Divine name open your heart to hold many dimensions.

We inscribe the letter shin on the baby’s heart with a temporary natural
dye, leaving a visible sign of the covenant.

In the words of Your prophets:

DN NP7Y NIN WNYN NPYN) NN M DY
:muv-!b 15:1’ wa

To whom shall I speak and give testimony, that they may
hear? Behold their ears are closed and they cannot listen.
(Jeremiah 6:10)

May you be a true listener, opening your ears to seek out the
Divine voice and the voices of your fellow beings with
curiosity and compassion, subtle perception and focused
attention. Just as the letter dalet defines a doorway, may the
dalet of the Divine name open your ears to the harmonies of
many voices.

We inscribe the letter dalet on the baby’s ears with oil, recalling the
anointing ritual of the High Priest.



And as is written in Your Torah:

ﬂ DXNOY DY 1IN D MIN? 297 NYN IMNN
: Y9 YIN YWY TN

Moses said before God, Behold I am of closed lips, how
will Pharaoh listen to me? (Exodus 6:30)

May you be a confident and careful speaker, opening your
lips in commitment and action to bring redemption to this
world. Even the tiniest letter and the smallest actions can
transform the world. May the yud of the Divine name open
your lips to sing with joy and to speak the truth.

We inscribe the letter yud on the baby’s lips with wine.

Naming

This new little one is now marked with the Divine name, but
does not yet have a name of his own. Eight days ago, we
welcomed him from the watery darkness of the womb onto
the earth of the world with the first breath of his life, given
by the Divine just as the first human spirit came into the first
human being. And over the past week, we have started to
know this little one as part of our family, watching in
wonder as this new human being learns to eat and breathe,
to see, hear, smell, touch and love.

But that is not enough. He has a greater obligation,
beginning in these moments, to be not only for himself nor
to be only a member of his family, but to take his rightful
place in this community, the Jewish people, and all
humanity. To become part of these covenanted
communities, this new little one needs a name that calls him
to covenant. With joy and trepidation, we realize our
obligation to bring our son into covenant by giving him a
name.

PN IDINTA MNPOVY NI T2 RYTIP TN OWY
NN DXPY DININI DI N .ONIY YD DA
DNOYAN YV NNV 1125 12 NN ONIONY NN
1993 1NHN NN DY O IPNHN NIV 1PN
719330 9T DWYNI 1YY 131D 1T NWYNI

With the intention to serve the unification of the Holy
Blessed One and the Divine Presence with awe and love,
and in the name of all Israel. We are ready and prepared
to fulfill the commandment of our Creator, to bring our
child into the covenant of Avraham and Sarah. May the
beauty of the Eternal One light our path so that all we do is
inspired, and may all we do be for the Eternal.

Please repeat each line:

DY N2 NIRRT NDY  Ve-lo od tikare b’lo shem,
TV M)  ve-haya shimcha
[BABY’S JEWISH NAME]
Y28 PN INON 20 Y2 ben Harav Esther u’Binyamin Zvi

You will no longer be known by no name, for your name
will be son of Rabbi Emma Alic and Benjamin Zvi

And your name will be [BABY’S SECULAR NAME]

We welcome you into the covenant of this community,
the covenant of the Jewish people, and the covenant of
humanity.

Emma and Benj say:
WY PIAYHI VYT TN DIIWY 799 DTN 2 NOX 7113
WHN 1YY AN DY 9 D133 10907

Blessed are you, Adonai, who commands us to bring him into the
covenant of Avraham our father and Sarah our mother.



