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On Sunday night of Parashat Korah, at the beginning of the 12th of Tammuz 5776 (July 11, 2016),
Cantor Ethan Goldberg asked for a proper nosah (noi, “wording”) of a traditional ketubbah (
nana, a “writ” testifying the enaction of a Jewish marriage) including both the “Lieberman clause”
(wherein it is agreed upon that the force of the Rabbinical Assembly’s and the Jewish Theological
Seminary’s Joint Bet Din is sufficient for the nullification of the engagement and marriage of a
couple wherein one partner is preventing the other from undergoing desired divorce proceedings)
and reference to the enactment of marriage by the wife’s purchasing of the husband (whereas
Jewish marriage is recognized in Mishnaic times as a man’s purchasing of a woman). In
accordance with Rabbi Ethan Tucker—who is the Rosh Yeshivah (72w w9, “the head of the
yeshivah [the institution of ‘sitting’ for study of traditional Jewish texts”) of Yeshivat Hadar in
New York, NY—who has ruled that one mode of egalitarian Jewish marriages that follow
Halakhah (1257, the “walking” through life along and on the path of Jewish law) would require
both a ketubbah that declares a husband’s purchasing of a wife (which has been common Jewish
practice for over a dozen centuries) and a ketubbah declaring a wife’s purchasing of a husband
(which is more “unheard of”). The latter is so rarely written that I found no trace of such a text’s
existence in the results yielded in my Google searching.

For the convenience of all searching for two such parallel texts, I am transcribing below
both texts below.

Though no ancient precedent exists for the ketubbah declaring a wife’s purchasing her
husband and referencing a groom-price that is something of a male equivalent to declaring the
betulot (ni»na, “maidenhood”—variably understood to reference “virginity,” “female
youthfulness,” or some combination of these two traits), I placed into the ketubbah enacted by the
woman’s purchasing a husband reference to bar ne’urim (o1 13, a “child of youth”—an
intentionally ambiguous classification). Also, in the case of masculizing the phrase mibbey avu’ah
(M2 *an, “from the house of her father”—inscribed in a ketubbah when the father of a bride [or,
in our case, the father of a groom] is still alive) or mibbey nasha (X1 *an, “from the house of the
father-in-law””) (if the father has passed), I have included the option of “the home of her being
raised” (for a bride) or “the home of his being raised” (for a groom), for either partner may have
no father or have a father whose state of being alive or deceased is unknown. At the end of this
responsum, I have included a side-by-side view of the two ketubbah texts. As many traditions

exist for what constitutes a “traditional” text, it must be noted that, in the case of this particular
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responsum, I have followed the text titled “Conservative Ketubah Text (with Lieberman Clause;
with or without English)” accessed online at http://ketubahworks.com/ketubah-texts/.
In the texts below, I have inserted several blank spaces underlined with a number over the

underline. A guide to what to do with each enumerated blank space also appears below.

Rabbi Jonah Gabriel Rank
Thursday | 15 Tammuz 5776 / July 21, 2016

Upon the night of the 21st of Tammuz 5776 (Tuesday July 26, 2016), I find myself
returning to this responsum in order to thank Cantor Goldberg for his noting very importantly
that the language of the ketubbah that focuses on the wife’s enacting the marriage through the
purchase of her husband may in fact be subject to significant variation. I have written below still:
hevi Ii leva’al (5v2% "9 ", the utterance of the bride as “Be to me as my husband”). However,
Cantor Goldberg has stated in the name of his teacher, Rabbi Tucker, that it is possible in this
place to state instead any one of the following eight locutions—for, some might argue that stating
hevi Ii leva’al may come across to the witnesses as being so similar to the statement of the
husband to the wife that the witnesses might think they have witnessed /alifin (P2'91 a ceremony
of merely “exchanging” one person for another), whereas the intention of these two ketubbot is to
clarify that two purchases neither of which would nullify the other has occurred. These eight
potential substitutes may be understood to be less parallel to the husband’s statement of hevz Ii
le’intu (ARG *9 M7, “Be to me as my wife”), and this language is, as Cantor Goldberg stated in his
e-mail to me, that the follwoing eight expressions are based on the Shulhan Arukh: (A) harey
attah me’oras Ii ("5 ©7ixD NRR ™7, “Behold, you are engaged to me”); (B) harey attah ishi (7R "1
WK, “Behold, you are my man;”) (C) heyeh i le’ish (W& 59 77, (“Be to me as a man”); (D)
hitares Ii ("5 0807, “Be engaged to me”); (E) harey attah zekuki ("pip1 np& "1, “Behold, you are
my dependent”); (F) hizdakkek Ii (*% ppT1n, “Become dependent upon me”); (G) harey attah
kanuy Ii ("5 "1p npx M7, “Behold, you are acquired by me”); (H) harey attah birshuti ( nR& "1
Y3, “Behold, you are within my domain”). Despite all of this, it is important that my own
opinion is that it is more fitting here to use Aramaic (rather than the Hebrew phrasing in the
eight options above) to translate in the ketubbah that which the bride says to her groom beneath
the Auppah (nan, the wedding “canopy”), just as it is appropriate for her (just as it is appropriate
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for him) to utter the words enacting the acquisition in Hebrew itself, which is the language in
which the eight utterances above appear. In accordance with this, it is appropriate for the scribe of
the ketubbah that explicates the bride’s purchasing the husband to write the exact text that I
wrote below, yet it is still acceptable for the bride to state orally any of the above eight utterances.
And one final note: For any wedding that takes place between September 19, 2039 (which
is the beginning of the Jewish calendrical year of 5800) and September 24, 2139 (which is the
beginning of the Jewish calendrical year of 5900), in place of the phrase ushva me’ot (nixn paws,
“and seven hundred”), the scribe should write ushmoneh me’ot (niRpn NiNY1, “and eight
hundred”). It is my belief that, by the year 5900, a different egalitarian method of Jewish marriage
will have been agreed to be fitting in with Jewish legal requirements such that no ketubbah in this

document will be exactly usable by then.

I return yet again on Monday night of the week during which we read Parashat Devarim,
on the 5th night of the month of Mena/fem Av in the year 5776—for questions have been raised
regarding the source of the teaching in the name of Rabbi Ethan Tucker. In my first publishing of
this responsum, I made an egregious error and implied that Rabbi Tucker ruled that an egalitarian
ketubbah requires that two acts of kinyan (“acquiring” of another spouse) take place (with the
husband purchasing the wife, and the wife purchasing the husband); however, this implication is
false and faulty. Rather, it is more correct to note that Rabbi Tucker, in his communications with
Cantor Shoshi Rosenbaum and Cantor Ethan Goldberg (whom she intends to marry), articulated
that there are a few proper methods within the bounds of halakhah that enable the enactment of
egalitarian Jewish marriage, and one such method includes two acts of kinyan. And, I have in fact
seen excerpts of Rabbi Tucker’s e-mail exchange with the two Cantors, and I happily verify that

their approach to their egalitarian Jewish marriage meets the standards of Rabbi Tucker.

One additional note: Rabbi Tucker, as I have now learned, wrote in this message that it is not
clear that a kinyan whereby a woman acquires a husband needs to include the phrase kedat
mosheh veyisra’el (5% nWh n73, “in accordance with the law of Mosheh and Yisra’el”), and,

though it was unclear to him whether including this phrase was worth including, he also did not

forbid it.
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A Ketubbah Whereby a Man Acquires His Wife | tnwn nN n11p wR na namna

OO NNI2Y. (4)  MNND YavI DAOR NYNN MY (3) wTnY  (2) anava (1) 2
(9) (8) NTND NY MN_ (7) D2 (6) NN PR (5) 2 IR PN NRY PInd
YD PP DINANY PON PPINY NYAN NINY ORIV NYN NTOINIRD Y ONID_ (10) N2
) DD NI ROLWVIPA PIPYID DI I PIPI PN2AT PRI PN MOOND
NT_ (9) DI NNANY RYIXR DO ATIND 2PMD DY 17P1av) 2> MoD) 2 (11
POVYONA 2 2NT2 P2 9002 A (12)  an Y NOYINT NONTI P ININRD D MM
(13)  PTNN_ (7) vy 93P 55N RDIYT 'WYI NPT OVINIWI RYIADT 2NN
MIN OO PP (14) Ty DTN N PO PT INN__(7) 22N PN 90D OpIpr
OV NPINN PT NN (7). IMNR IO PN QOO PPt (15)  HON TO YD OINN
9V YD N YIANND NN PN O MDY VAP KT RNADIM PT NONTI NT NNND
NPNO TPRT PO NIPND NIN TNYT ONIPT NIV 93 MNN Y TOXT PIIP) PO )IN
NT XN2IND 0V PN YIAD PRIV PRINK PN PN NPINKR PN YOTY NPINN
PT NHY I OMNA PN OXRIND HYT RDODI I 1PN ONID RT RNADIM PT NN
PTINN__(6)  POY 93P NT RNODIM PT NONTI XRT RNIIND 0V 10N NPINKY OOYN
DNIDT WPNON PPND PIYYN DRIY M2 PINIT MNADIM MAIND 20VY D5 9IND
PAVNY NT(8)  (10) M (9 DM PTIN__ (7)) 93 (6) M INaAN NO7ad
INANY PRI P20 MOOND RAVNNT XANNI PPN N DD 3mnd P15 RN RTY pT
NYITN 12T PIATT ROWIDT NPT N2 NPV DY NXOAPH 1PoON) NPva) myaa
SUNY NNN RAOND DRTMN WA TN NN D ONXRT INND IN XDPPT RYINT PAIT
DY 12201 PPNV TIN NP DD PTY RT RTD PT XIPINDY ONINDYT RNMPININT RNINA
NN N KDY )0 IDTRT RXIT 22D NN NI N2I2ND AIRYIRD PN TN DD N
PN NP DD RNNINT OPT2 PN OYPT TN YD >nmd )MDT 5Ta P XN
YMNTP OPND 228 RO IR NN TN DD DY PHINS RNINY DTNT NPT 22D INOVIN)
NYIP) PI0YT 2D9VD NOT) RNINONI ROT MYTT NPDAY RNMND 228 NY IN IN NYT2
(10) P3  (9) DM Y NT__(10) D32 (9) NMI PITWN_(7) "3 (6) ”n
1’2 NIPND IWIT XINA YD VNI DNDT NN DI 5Y PTINN__ (7). 93 (6) MY NT
P PIY DOM

Ty DIN)

Ty DIN)
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A Ketubbah Whereby A Woman Acquires A Husband | nyya nr anp awn na namna

OO NNI2Y. (4)  MNND YavI DAOR NYNN MY (3) wTnY  (2) anava (1) 2
(6) (16) ONND N NIMN__(10) N3 (9)  N55N PN__(5) 2 IND PN NNRY PInd
T2 TN 09N PONY PPN NDON NINY DNV NwN NTO Oyad oo n (7)) 93
(17) 75 N2 XOVIPA PNPOYIAY UM PH P JND9T ONIY M2 MOOND
N2 MM ORN. (6) 90 2 RYIN 20 NMIND TMY 2y TPIao) TPMod) v
MINNDA PVXYONI P2 ANTA P2 9002 Pa (18)  an 1Y DYINT NONTY P ROV
(13) NTD NP0 (9) NYY NY2ap 90N NOAYT VIV NPT OV XYIAYT
G900 PP (14) Ty NDT Y NI XTN NYD_ (9)  NNANY PIN Q0D PPt
NPINN RTN N2 (9) NN T PIX QU OPIPr_ (15) D50 TO YTND DINK NN
25 11 YI9NND NN PN DY DY NYOAP NT RNADIM PT NONTI NT NRNIIND 0OV
TPRT PO NIPNY NIN TNYT OXIPT NNV DD MNN 1Y TENRT PP PO XN 19V
NDNIIND 0V PN YISY PRI PRINK P2 PNYD NVPINK PN IO NPINKR PND
NPT NRNDY D 2NN N2 OROND DYT NDIDI 1D IR IXIND RT RNADIM PT NONTI KT
N90  (9) N5y NYap RT XNODIM PT NONTI RT RNDIND 0V 1M NPINKY 0OYN
IPNON PPN PIYYN PRTID PN PINT MNS0IM MAND I0Y YD IMND NTN
(16) (7) "3 (6) "M NXTN M55 (10) M2 (9)  »IN INA¥ NDI20 DN
™2 MOYND RNPNIRT RNNNRD PPN NP 9D H3ND RTD P PIO0 RT pavnd RN
PAIT RNVIDT NPT M2 NPYA) DY XOAPY MPOONY PPVa) Myl INIAN) DNRIW
NAOND NNRTN WA TN NN 0 ONRT INND IN ROOPT RYINT PIAIT XYITH AN
TEN ONY DD NRTD P PTD RT RIPINDY 0NN XAPNINT XNNNRA O0ND Nnm
AOTRT NPT 22D NI XIMD 1I2ND IRYAIRD PN TN DD PPV DY 1Y) NIPRIV?)
NNPNNT 2272 PN YT TN 9D 21D D107 9T PN XN NN IN XYY N
AN RO IN PO TN 9D DY PNNS NNIND DTRT NPT 220 NOWINY NN Y DD
YDOIVD RYT)Y RNINOUND NOT MY TT XPDAY RNYND 22% KD N IN XPTAOMNTP Hvnd
(6) MY ONN__ (7). "2 (6) MY RTN NSO (10)  Na (9) 0 RYIPY 20V T
NN DOY0 VMO INOT NI DD DY RTN NYD. (10) N3 (9) NSO NN (7). "2

o) PV DOM 1’2 NIPNY IWIT

Ty DIN)
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A Key to the Numerals | n1aonn 1aon

: (the grammatically feminine number of the day of the week) | y1AwaV DY 790N

WWA PYINNA pYIa9a pYIYYa pIva THNA

[ (WTIN YN D ‘2T /N DY wTIN YNAD 12390 STV DR L,0)) 90T NNINA YTINAY DYD 190N
the grammatically masculine number of the day in the month, and, if applicable, a reference to the)
:(date being the first day of a two-day Rosh Hodesh

, D NYava 09 AYYa 09 YNNI DM HYIINI ,09) NYHVA 099 VA ,THNA

,09 YWY NYYva 01 AWy DIYA 01 WY THNA ,09° NAYYa 09 NYywna 0 ANnNva
,09 vy ANnNva 09 Yvy Nyava 09 vy HYwva 09 9vy Hvnna 09 vy NyasNa

, 09 DY) NYHYA 09 DIYYYI DIV 01 DIIVYI TANRA D) DYYYa 09 VY Nywna
NNV 09 DIYYIY Hyava DY DX9YYI YVl 09 DIVYY AVNNI 09 OIVYI AyaINa
(lvmnn ov] v1n URY NIY) oy 0WHYa 09 DYUYI NYYNI DY DU

(the name of the month) | 7NN OV

the grammatically feminine number of the year in) | [J [AWY N2193] :N2AP) NNNA NIV I90N
:("the form of “[tens] and [single digit]

VoY ,NavY DINY ,NAVY DRR VY YYD D00V ,YaY ,wY ,Unn ,YaN ,vhY 0Ny NNN
,D9YY ,NAYY YUN ,NAVY ANNY ,NAYY YAV ,N9YY WY DYy Uinn ,N9vY YaIx vy
DYIVY ,WY) DIIVY ,UNM DIIVY ,PAIN) DIIVY ,WHYY DIIVY ,DINY) DIIVY ,NAN) DIIVY
,DUNN LLONNRY DIYAINR ,DIVAIN LLDNXRY DIVHY ,DIWDY ,yun) DIYYY ,NNNYI DIIYY ,yaw)
,INNVYY OYaVY ,yav) D'yav ,vvy DYyay ...0%YaY ...DNRY DIYY ,DIVY ..DNRY DIVNN
0NY ,YAIN) DINNY , WOV DINNY ,0NYI DINNY ,NNNI DINNY 00NV ,NYyYnN DIyay
JNNY DYYN ,D0VYN VYN DIMHNIY ,ANNYI DINNY ,yav) DIMHNIY YY) DIV ,vNm
DYYN ,yay) DIYYN WY DIYYN ,UNN DIYYN ,YWIIN) DIYYN ,WHY) DIYVYN ,DINYY DIYYN
yuUnm oyvn ,Aannwv

(the name of the location) | ®YpNN OV

(the name of the groom) | YNNN DY >VI9N OV

(the names of the parenthood of the groom) | YNNN YMNN DY DPWYWND O»VION MNY

95N NNYPWYIS 129N

| AN ,NNPINA ,RNININ ,RNOINN , NN

(a reference to the Jewish legal femininity of the bride)

(the name of the bride) | 12N v >vVI9N OV

(the names of the parenthood of the bride) | NY2N NMNN YV DPYWNRN DPVISN MNVY

:("for a bride deemed betuleta, “maiden) | "NN21N2” NNON NPV

ARTIPNINTN 9999 TNT JNNMD ST G0 9399INa AN

;MAR (if her father is living) | 7°2ANX >N DN

;ANRNA :(if she is a maiden or he is of youthful age) | X)) PYI »2’2 N NN NYINI ON

PYNINI :(otherwise) | NINN
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;AN :(if she is a maiden or he is of youthful age) | NI 1Y) 2 X NN NYIN2 ONX
PNRYN :(otherwise) | NINK

;)NNN :(if she is a maiden or he is of youthful age) | )N PYI »2>2 N NN NYINI ON
NN :(otherwise) | NINN

:(a reference to the Jewish legal masculinity of the groom) | YNINN YMYIRY N2I9N
N92) ,7MAYIT 912 ,HRNR NHMNIT RN ,NROINND NI

[ 7P 59VT 001a” ANON MYIND

:("for a groom deemed beyomey dena'aruteyh, “in the days of his youth)
ARTPVINTY TY STAT JNNRM ST GO TNV 7N

[ "PPNIPN NPT NI2Y NNDND MYIND

:("for a groom deemed gavra demitat iteteyh, “a man whose wife had passed away)
;192970 19 NT XN O RIT OTP 119 XRMN IN2Y TNIDNN 905

:("for a groom deemed metorkha, “divorcé) | "N2INK” NNDN MYIND

T9 T ANM ST PMSINND 905

"N92Y DN IN "NIPYIN DNON MYWIND

:("for a groom deemed giyyora, “convert,” or gavra “a man)

A9 8T ANM I 405

;MAN ((if his father is living) | 2N >N DN

;RW) ((if his father is deceased) | YaAN V9 DN

[ (PANIMNT NIOM XY OXIDIN) PT D2 MIVIN

,possible to be used in all scenarios)

999924 :(even when it is unknown whether his father is living or who his father is
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JNYN NN N1 UN 1 na1na

DON NYNN MVY__ (3)  wInY__ (2) 2 navwa__ (1) 2
(5) 2 JNO P NNV P 0Ny NNIAD_ (4)  MIND yawy
na_ (9) (8) NTNY MY MN__(7) D32 (6) NN PR

PPINY NJON NINY ONIWN YN NTD ININD Y >N (10)
PNYOT PR PI2N MIYND Y P DN NON)
(11) 29 NI ROLYIPA NPYID PDINAD P PIAIPID
NYIN 90 NIND MY Dy 2321901 PP MDI) 1IN
NOVINT NONTI PTIMIND 7Y MM XT__(9) NI NN
MINNA PVXWOND P ANTA P2 G002 Pa_ (12)  can Y
(7) _vOy Hap Y50 ROWT XVIPYI NPT OVIDIVWI RYIADT
NPT ION__(7) a8y YN q0D OPIPt__(13) 7 N0
DANNX NN G0 OPIPr_ (14) Ty /YT N 1Y PO
NN (7) M IO PN qUd Pt (15)  YoN O YT
NT RNODM PT NONTI NT NNDND 0OV NPINR NPT
PO XIN 9V D 0 YI9NND CRINA PN YW OOy MYap
NIPND NIN TNYT ONIPT NNIY DD 7NN 0D TOINT PP
P PADD NVANX PNY YT NVAINK PNY TPNRT PO
PT NNTI NT NNDND 0V PN NI9D PRI PRINK
YN PN RN YT NI N 1IN INRIN NXT XNIDIM
NOITI KT RNDND 0V 1IN NPINKY OYY2) PT NNV N
Y0V DD AN PT NN__(6)  1OY DaPp NT NNADIM VT
PPN PAIYYN HNIY TN PINIT MNAODIM MAIND
NPTINN__(7) 93 (6) M NN 15725 ONIDT 1NON
PTO RTYRTD PT pavnd NT__(8)  (10) N2 (9) nm
P2 MIOOND ROPNNT NAMXRI PPN MY DD Hinmh
PPV YY KYAPY WODONY PPV MY NN PRI
NYINT PIATVT XYITH AT PAIT RNWYIDT NPT N2
NAYND ANTY WA PN NDN I ONRT NN N NPT
NTO PT RIPINDY ODNINDY XIPNNT XNNND OPnd P
TN 9D PPV DY VDY PRIV TN DY DI PTY KT
VO DTRT NPT 22D NN RIND IAND IRYIND NN
TN 95 SnY MT DT PIYI RDN RPN N KDY
NIT 22D INOVINY 2NN NP HD RNVNNT 2T NN OYIPT
SHNY A NY N PN TN DD DY PAINS NNIND IOTNRT
NOT PYTT RPDAY NNYND AN NY N IN NXYTA OMNTP
(7) "3 (6) 0 RYIP 2I0VVWT 20NV NOTI NNONOND
N3 (9) DM YN NT__(10) N2 (9) nMO NPT INN
DNOT MM VO OY PTIN__(7) "2 (6) MmO NT_(10)
D) PV DOM P2 NIPNY IWIT NI DYH VN9

Ty DINY

Ty DINY

:N7Y21 NN N11p NWN N2 Na1na

DAON NYHNN MY__ (3)  wTnY_ (2) 32 mawa_ (1) 2
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