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My brothers and friends:

To all who walk the deck of "Eilat", may your welfare be everlasting!
David, King of Israel, in his description of those who come to praise and
thank the Creator of the universe, says: "They who go down to the sea in
ships, who do business in great waters; they see the work of the Lord, and
His wonders in the deep .... He maketh the storm to be calm, so that the
waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they are quiet, and He
bringeth them unto their desired haven. Let them praise the Lord for His
goodness and for His wonderful works for the children of men."

(Psalms CVII).

You - the warriors of the Navy within the Israel Defense Force - who go
through the seas and fierce waters to defend and protect the State of Israel
and its inhabitants, fulfill a sacred duty to protect the holiness of the life
of both the whole and the individual.

Our prayers are directed to you, the Navy personnel of "Eilat", In peace
shall you go and in peace shall you return. May your journey be successful

and may you bring peace unto Israel,

Blessings from the depths of my heart,
niy Isracl§Meir Lau
Chief Rabbi of Israel
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